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AA  cclloossee--uupp  sshhoott  ooff  aa  VVMMFFTT--440011  FF--55EE  TTiiggeerr  IIII..  TThhee  SSnniippeerrss
rreecceennttllyy  mmaarrkkeedd  1100,,000000  ssaaffee--ffllyyiinngg  hhoouurrss..  PPhhoottoo  bbyy  TTeedd
CCaarrllssoonn
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AAwwaarrddss

OOnn  2277  OOccttoobbeerr  11999988  aatt  tthhee
NNaavvyy  MMeemmoorriiaall  &&  NNaavvaall
HHeerriittaaggee  CCeenntteerr  iinn

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DD..CC..,,  VVTT--44 wwaass  rreeccoogg--
nniizzeedd  ffoorr  iittss  oouuttssttaannddiinngg  eenneerrggyy  mmaann--
aaggeemmeenntt  aanndd  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  aacchhiieevvee--
mmeennttss..  TThhrroouugghh  tthhee  uussee  ooff  mmoorree  eeffffii--
cciieenntt  aaiirrccrraafftt,,  iinnnnoovvaattiivvee  sscchheedduulliinngg
aanndd  iinnccrreeaasseedd  eenneerrggyy  aawwaarreenneessss,,  tthhee

ssqquuaaddrroonn  iiss  ssaavviinngg  $$997755,,000000  aannnnuuaall--
llyy..

HHSSLL--4444’’ss ssuuppeerriioorr  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee
iinn  tthhee  ppaasstt  ffoouurr  yyeeaarrss  ooff  ooppeerraattiioonnss
eeaarrnneedd  tthhee  SSwwaammpp  FFooxxeess  tthhee
MMeerriittoorriioouuss  UUnniitt  CCoommmmeennddaattiioonn  oonn
2288  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  11999988..  DDuurriinngg  tthhiiss
ttiimmee,,  tthhee SSwwaammpp  FFooxxeess ooppeerraatteedd  iinn
tthhee  JJaacckkssoonnvviillllee,,  FFllaa..,,  aarreeaa  aanndd
ddeeppllooyyeedd  nnuummeerroouuss  ttiimmeess  ttoo  tthhee
MMeeddiitteerrrraanneeaann,,  AAttllaannttiicc,,  CCaarriibbbbeeaann
aanndd  AArraabbiiaann  GGuullff..  TThheeyy  hhaavvee  fflloowwnn
9900,,000000  fflliigghhtt  hhoouurrss  wwiitthhoouutt  aa  CCllaassss
AA  mmiisshhaapp,,  ffoorr  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  rreecceeiivveedd
tthhee  11999966  CChhiieeff  ooff  NNaavvaall  OOppeerraattiioonnss’’
SSaaffeettyy  ““SS””   AAwwaarrdd..  

TThhee  VVSS--3322 MMaauulleerrss  wwoonn  rreeccoogg--
nniittiioonn  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthheeiirr  ccoommmmuunniittyy
bbyy  wwiinnnniinngg  tthhee  CCoommmmaannddeerr  NNaavvaall
AAiirr  FFoorrccee,,  UU..SS..  AAttllaannttiicc  FFlleeeett
((CCOOMMNNAAVVAAIIRRLLAANNTT))  BBaattttllee
EEffffiicciieennccyy  AAwwaarrdd;;  tthhee  CCaapptt..  AArrnnoolldd
JJ..  IIssbbeellll  TTrroopphhyy  ffoorr  eexxcceelllleennccee  iinn

aannttiissuubbmmaarriinnee  wwaarrffaarree;;  tthhee  CCOOMM--
NNAAVVAAIIRRLLAANNTT  AAvviiaattiioonn  SSaaffeettyy
““SS”” ;;  aanndd  tthhee  SSiillvveerr  AAnncchhoorr  rreetteennttiioonn
aawwaarrdd..  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ppaasstt  yyeeaarr,,  tthhee
MMaauulleerrss  ccoommpplleetteedd  22,,006688  ssoorrttiieess,,
11,,332277  ttrraappss,,  llooggggeedd  44,,227766  fflliigghhtt
hhoouurrss  aanndd  ppaasssseedd  mmoorree  tthhaann
22,,113377,,000000  ppoouunnddss  ooff  ffuueell  ttoo  UU..SS..
aanndd  NNAATTOO  aaiirrccrraafftt..

SSppeecciiaall  RReeccoorrddss
SSeevveerraall  uunniittss  mmaarrkkeedd  ssaaffee  ffllyyiinngg

ttiimmee::
UUnniittss HHoouurrss YYeeaarrss
HHMMMM--777733 5555,,000000 2288
VVMMFFAA--114422 5555,,000000 2200
HHMMLLAA--777755  DDeett  AA 4400,,000000 1155
VVMMGGRR--445522 3355,,000000 99
HHMMLLAA--777733 2200,,000000 77
HHMMLLAA--777755 1155,,000000 77
VVMMFFTT--440011 1100,,000000 33

The VF-103 Jolly RogersCO
and XO made squadron history
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when they simultaneously made
their 1,000th trap on board Dwight
D. Eisenhower (CVN 69). Skipper
CCddrr..  JJaammeess  GGrreeeennee, radar intercept
officer, and CCddrr..  RRooee  MMaasssseeyy, pilot,
caught the three wire in their F-14
Tomcat. Each were presented com-
memorative plaques sporting half
of a Tomcat tailhook.

RReessccuueess
While deployed 90 miles west of

Jamaica on counter-drug operations,
the HHSSLL--4444  Swamp Foxes received a
distress call from the Russian tug
Umka. Arriving on scene, they found
Umka towing an oil derrick,Rigmar
151, which was foundering in the
heavy seas. Umka relayed informa-
tion of an injured crewman on board
the derrick. He had lost his fingers

and part of his hand from sheet metal
torn by the high seas. Despite 25
knot winds and the derrick pitching
25 degrees, the HSL-44 crew was
able to evacuate the injured sailor
and six other crew members as
Rigmar sank. The oil derrick’s crew
was taken to Scott (DD 995) until
they could be delivered to Montego
Bay, Jamaica. LCdr. Jeff
Bocchicchio, Lt. Jack Barry and
AW1(AW/SW/NAC)  Mike Mellema
were awarded Air Medals.
AW2(AW) Ferdinand Hollis received
the Navy and Marine Corps Medal.

Eight hundred miles southwest of
the Aleutian Islands, commercial air-
line traffic detected a distress signal.
The Coast Guard asked for assis-
tance from the VVPP--4466  Grey Knights.
Within an hour a VP-46 crew
launched from their detachment in

Misawa, Japan. After searching
through the night, it wasn’t until the
next morning that the Grey Knights
found the 40-foot Russian sailing
vessel Avacha with its mast broken,
adrift in high seas and winds.
Dropping a search and rescue buoy
and supply kit, VP-46 stayed on sta-
tion until a Coast Guard HC-130
Hercules arrived to relieve the P-3
Orion. 

Several Naval Aviation personnel
participated in off-duty rescues using
the skills, training and clear thinking
they acquired in the Navy. Flight
Surgeon Cdr. Dennis Pratt, LCdr.
Willis Biles, AE2 Allen Weddle and
AMS3 David Messenger,VVRR--5566  DDeett
WWEESSTTPPAACC,, assisted in the rescue of a
mother and daughter who had fallen
and were seriously injured during a
recreational climb on Mount Fuji. The
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PPiilloottss  aanndd  RRIIOOss  ooff  VVFF--110033  aatttteenndd  aa  pprree--
fflliigghhtt  bbrriieeffiinngg  aabbooaarrdd  EEiisseennhhoowweerr
((CCVVNN  6699))  ddeeppllooyyeedd  ttoo  tthhee  AArraabbiiaann  GGuullff..

HHiigghheerr  lleeaarrnniinngg..  ..  ..

PH2 Shawn Eklund



crew used survival techniques to fash-
ion a litter out of walking sticks and
clothing, while Cdr. Pratt tended to the
daughter’s broken leg and the mother’s
head injury. In another incident, AW1
Al Burchfield, AW2 Roger Gray,
AMS2 John Rigby and AD2 David
Clarkson of the VVPP--4400  Fighting
Marlinsencountered an automobile
accident near Fairbanks, Alaska. After
positioning flares and diverting traffic,
the group administered first aid and
CPR to the victims until medical per-
sonnel arrived.

SSccaann  PPaatttteerrnn
Different military branches are

given the opportunity to learn from
each other through joint training.

Reservists from NNaavvaall  RReesseerrvvee  UUnniitt
NNaavvaall  AAiirr  WWiinnggss  PPaacciiffiicc  00119944
recently had their joint experience
with the Air Force in the Joint
Doctrine Air Campaign Course.
Students from all aircraft communi-
ties and services are eligible to
attend the course conducted by
active duty instructors from the Air
Force College of Aerospace
Doctrine Research and Education at
Maxwell AFB, Ala. The primary
goal is to expose students to how the
Air Force conducts air campaigns in
a joint environment.

TTrraaddeerr  JJoonn’’ss pub, Pensacola, Fla.,
has been a favorite hangout for avia-
tors and Naval Aviation fans since
1953. It is filled with hundreds of
photos, aircraft models and Blue

Angel memorabilia. Recently, cus-
tomers were shocked and dismayed
to find that their favorite bar is up
for sale. Owner Martin Weissman
was paralyzed by a stroke in early
1998, and his family does not want
to manage the bar. Kent Bolin, a
self-employed flight simulator con-
sultant, has formed Trader Jon’s
Preservation Squadron, Inc., a group
raising money to make a bid for the
popular drinking establishment. “We
don’t plan on making a penny,”
Bolin said, explaining that the group
was established for the “charitable,
civic and educational purposes of
acquiring and preserving this
landmark.”
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SSttrraapp  oonn  aa  HHeerrcc..  ..  .. CCaapptt..  HHaall  ZZaabbrroowwsskkii  ““ssttrraappss  iinn””  aass  hhee  ttaakkeess  hhiiss
ttuurrnn  ffllyyiinngg  aa  VVMMGGRR--335522  KKCC--113300FF  HHeerrccuulleess  nneeaarr
tthhee  SSaallttoonn  SSeeaa..

TTeedd  CCaarrllssoonn
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At Sea with Enterprise
CClloocckkwwiissee  ffrroomm  rriigghhtt::

OOrrddnnaanncceemmeenn  ffrroomm  tthhee
CChheecckkeerrbbooaarrddss ooff  VVMMFFAA--

331122  llooaadd  aa  pprraaccttiiccee  bboommbb  oonn  tthhee
wwiinngg  ooff  aann  FF//AA--1188CC  HHoorrnneett..  AAMMSS33
IIssaaaacc  SStteevveennss  ccoonndduuccttss  aa  ttaapp  tteesstt
oonn  aann  FF--1144BB TToommccaatt ttoo  cchheecckk  ffoorr
iinntteerriioorr  ddeellaammiinnaattiioonn..  AAnn  FF//AA--1188CC
ooff  tthhee  VVFFAA--3377  BBuullllss  llaauunncchheess  ffrroomm
EEnntteerrpprriissee oonn  aa  mmoocckk  ssttrriikkee  rruunn
dduurriinngg  CCVVNN  6655’’ss  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn
JJooiinntt  TTaasskk  FFoorrccee  EExxeerrcciissee  9988  ooffff
tthhee  VViirrggiinniiaa  CCaappeess..  CCppll..  SSccootttt  CC..
EEssppiill  ooff  VVMMFFAA--331122  ggiivveess  aa  tthhuummbbss
uupp  ttoo  iinnddiiccaattee  hhiiss  HHoorrnneett iiss  rreeaaddyy
ffoorr  llaauunncchh..
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PPhhoottoo  bbyy  PPHH11  MMaarriioo  PP..  RRoommeerroo

At Sea with Enterprise
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Carrier Group 1: RAdm. David P.
Polatty III relieved RAdm. William
W. Pickavance, Jr.

HC-6: Cdr. Peter O. Wheeler
relieved Cdr. Kenneth Burker.

HS-5: Cdr. Fredric P. Flight
relieved Cdr. James Pendley.

HSL-45: Cdr. Thomas O'Keefe,
Jr., relieved Cdr. Daniel Gomrick.

NADEP North Island, Calif.:
Cdr. Colleen Waltry relieved Capt.
Denny Williams.

NAS Cecil Field, Fla.: Capt.
Kenneth Cech relieved Capt. Frank
Bossio.

SECNAV: Richard Danzig

relieved John Dalton, 16 Nov.
Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71):

Capt. David R. Bryant relieved
Capt. David Architzel.

VAQ-129: Cdr. Donald Quinn
relieved Capt. Kenneth P. Parks, 6
Oct.

VAQ-137: Cdr. Jeffery K.
Gruetzmacher relieved Cdr. M. C.
Green, 30 Sep.

VF-31: Cdr. Fredrick G. Doran,
Jr., relieved Cdr. Michael C.
Manazir, 4 Sep.

VFA-83: Cdr. Patrick Rainey
relieved Cdr. Thomas A. Cropper,
19 Sep.

VFA-115: Cdr. S. T. Craig
relieved Cdr. E. M. Storrs, 4 Sep.

VFA-151: Cdr. Victor Steiman
relieved Cdr. Scott Grant.

VP-69: Cdr. Larry A. Peck
relieved Cdr. Malcolm J. McPhee,
Jr., 3 Oct.

VR-61: Cdr. David J. Mahoney
III relieved Cdr. George
Rockwood III, 12 Sep.

VS-24: Cdr. Randall B. Cohn
relieved Cdr. Raymond C. Ivie.

VT-22: Cdr. David J. Spangler
relieved Cdr. Ronald Unterreiner,
9 Oct (correction).

C H A N G E  O F  C O M M A N D

OOnn  1111  NNoovveemmbbeerr  11999988,,  BBlluuee  AAnnggeellss fflliigghhtt  lleeaaddeerr  CCddrr..  PPaattrriicckk  DDrriissccoollll  mmaaddee  hhiissttoorryy  wwhheenn  hhee  llaannddeedd  aabbooaarrdd  HHaarrrryy  SS..
TTrruummaann  ((CCVVNN  7755)),,  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  aarrrreesstteedd  llaannddiinngg  ooff  aa  NNaavvyy  FFlliigghhtt  DDeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn SSqquuaaddrroonn  ppllaannee  aabbooaarrdd  aann  aaiirrccrraafftt  ccaarrrriieerr..
AAbboovvee,,  fflliigghhtt  ddeecckk  ppeerrssoonnnneell  pprreeppaarree  BBlluuee  AAnnggeell ##11  ffoorr  iittss  hhiissttoorriicc  ccaattaappuulltt  sshhoott..

WWhhaatt’’ss  tthhiiss  bbiirrdd  ddooiinngg  hheerree??  
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